
 

 

Secure millions in funding for social businesses | Campaign 

Consultation Guide 
 

Right now, you have a once-in-a-decade opportunity to influence how £738m is going to be 

spent by the UK Government on good causes in England. This guide helps you to quickly 

have your say – via the Government’s official online consultation – to help ensure that 

access to finance for social entrepreneurs like you improves in the years ahead. 

 

Get ready 

 

It’s probably possible to complete the online consultation in one sitting within 30 minutes, so 

block this time out if you can. You can access the online consultation directly at 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/dormant-assets-consultation 

If you would prefer to complete the survey offline, or would like to complete it in more than 

one sitting, a downloadable response form and email address to send it to is available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-english-portion-of-

dormant-assets-funding  

It might help to have any of the following documents open so you can copy relevant 

information from them easily, but if you don’t have them, don’t worry: 

• A recent report about your social enterprise (e.g. an annual report) 

• A recent funding application 

• One or more case studies of people your social enterprise has supported 

The Community Enterprise Growth Plan will also be a useful pre-read too. UnLtd has 

partnered with other social and community enterprise organisations to write a plan for how 

the dormant assets could be effectively used. Check it out at 

https://www.communityenterprise.uk/  

 

Start 

 

• For question 1, select ‘organisation’ if you are responding on behalf of your social 

enterprise. Otherwise, select ‘individual’. 

 

• If you are responding as an ‘organisation’, select ‘no’ when asked if your organisation 

is ‘a current or prospective participant of the Dormant Assets Scheme’. 

 

• When asked ‘do you want your response to be treated as confidential or do you 

agree for your answers to be quoted on an anonymised basis?’, select whichever 

option you are most comfortable with. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/dormant-assets-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-english-portion-of-dormant-assets-funding
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-english-portion-of-dormant-assets-funding
https://www.communityenterprise.uk/


• If you agree for your answers to be quoted on an anonymised basis, note that they 

may feature in subsequent government communications. 
 

Sections 1 and 2 - Youth1 and Financial inclusion2 

 

UnLtd recommends that you select ‘strongly agree’ at the beginning of both sections.  

Social enterprises currently put this funding to brilliant use, and the funding could provide 

vital support the most marginalised aspiring social entrepreneurs in the future. 

If your social enterprise focuses on meeting the needs of young people, or provides financial 

services, UnLtd recommends that you ‘explain the reasons for the answer you have given’ in 

the textbox provided in the ‘Youth’ or ‘Financial inclusion’ section respectively.  

Try writing one or two short paragraphs that give: 

• Examples of evidence about the social impact you’ve been able to achieve with 

funding you’ve received 

 

• Projections of the social impact you could achieve if you can access the funding 

you’ll need in the future 

If your social enterprise doesn’t focus on meeting the needs of young people, and doesn’t 

provide financial services, click ‘next’ to jump to the next section. 

 

Section 3 – Social investment3 

 

UnLtd recommends that you select ‘strongly agree’. This funding would make a mix of 

different types of grants and social investment available, tailored to social entrepreneurs’ 

needs.  

 

Crucially, the ‘wholesalers’ who would manage the dormant assets (Big Society Capital and 

Access) are committed to the Community Enterprise Growth Plan, which would make social 

investment more equitable. 

 
1 So far, a portion of dormant assets have been used to fund the provision of services, facilities and other 
opportunities that meet the needs of young people. This pot of funding is strictly not used for youth-related 
things that the Government has a statutory responsibility to fund already, such as schools and care. To date, 
much of this funding has been distributed by the Youth Futures Foundation (YFF), improving youth 
employment by investing in 153 civil society organisations to engage over 17,000 young people across 
England. 
2 So far, a portion of dormant assets have been used to fund initiatives that develop individuals’ ability to 
manage their finances and access personal financial services. Fair4AllFinance was established with dormant 
asset funding: working to ensure that affordable credit is accessed by those who need it the most. By 
researching the exclusion of minoritized groups and increasing availability of affordable credit and social 
investment, important steps are being taken to achieve more equitable access to finance. 
 
3 So far, a portion of dormant assets have been used to fund civil society organisations – such as social 
enterprises – via the provision of social investment. This social investment has been overseen by Big Society 
Capital and Access: ‘wholesalers’ with expertise in managing large funds and attracting even more funds from 
private sources to enable even greater social investment and impact.  
 



UnLtd recommends that you ‘explain the reasons for the answer you have given’ in the 

textbox. Your consultation response could have a really positive impact if you could write 

one or two paragraphs that give: 

• Examples of evidence – be it data or case studies, ideally both - about the social 

impact you’ve achieved thanks to grant and/or social investment support you’ve 

received. If applicable, mention how you’ve put your own lived experience to use. 

 

• Projections of the social impact you could deliver if you can access the finance you’ll 

need in the future. If applicable, mention the marginalised and/or deprived 

communities you could serve, and the help you might be able to give to help people 

through the cost-of-living crisis. 
 

Section 4 – Community Wealth Funds4 

UnLtd recommends that you select ‘strongly agree’. This is because this funding wou ld make 

new grants available to social enterprises and communities in hyper-local areas that rank 

highest in the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD). 

If your social enterprise helps to enable community engagement and/or connection in a 

deprived area as defined by the Index of Multiple Deprivation, UnLtd recommends that you 

‘explain the reasons for the answer you have given’ in the textbox. If applicable to you, it 

could be helpful to write a sentence or two to share: 

Examples of evidence about the social impact you’ve been able to achieve with 

funding you’ve received 

Projections of the social impact you could achieve in your local area if you can 

access the funding you’ll need in the future 

UnLtd recommends that you click ‘yes’ to agree with ‘the definition of community wealth 

funds as being suitable for the Dormant Assets Scheme.’ 

 

Section 5 – Alternative causes 

UnLtd recommends that you do not suggest any alternative causes (i.e. click ‘no’) unless 

something else that is important to you meets the criteria given in the consultation. 

UnLtd recommends that you rank ‘Social investment wholesalers’ first, ‘Community wealth 

funds’ second, ‘Financial inclusion’ 3rd and ‘Youth’ 4th, based on how beneficial we think 

each of these causes will be for social entrepreneurs overall. 

UnLtd does not suggest that you give ‘any comments on whether secondary legislation 

should prescribe specific purposes’ unless you would like to. 

 

Section 6 – Public Sector Equality Duty 

UnLtd encourages you to answer ‘yes’ when asked if you have ‘any comments on the 

positive and/or negative impacts’, and then write about what you think the impacts would be 

of more finance from dormant assets being made available. 

 

Note that the Community Enterprise Growth Plan for social investment would provide start-

up funding for a Black-led social investment fund, in accordance with the recommendations 

 
4 Community Wealth Funds are defined as funds which give lon- term financial support (whether directly or 
indirectly) for the provision of local amenities or other social infrastructure 



of the Adebowale Commission on Social Investment. You can read more about the 

Adbowale Commission’s recommendations at https://www.unltd.org.uk/blog/news/social-

investment-needs-to-re-establish-its-true-north  

If you think anything else could be done to mitigate any negative impacts, UnLtd encourages 

you to answer ‘yes’ when asked, then specify what you think could be done. 

 

Submit and spread the word 

Click ‘Done’ to submit your consultation response as soon as you can. The consultation 

closes at 23.45 on Sunday 9th October 2022. 

Please encourage other social entrepreneurs to respond to the consultation. Spread the 

word in your networks and either reply to, like or retweet this tweet: 

https://twitter.com/UnLtd/status/1561699704324460550 

 

https://www.unltd.org.uk/blog/news/social-investment-needs-to-re-establish-its-true-north
https://www.unltd.org.uk/blog/news/social-investment-needs-to-re-establish-its-true-north
https://twitter.com/UnLtd/status/1561699704324460550
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