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Thrive: solutions for an ageing society
Thrive is our new social accelerator helping ambitious social ventures to scale their 
business and their impact. We know that social ventures have brilliant solutions to 
help support people in later life and we want to help them thrive. This programme 
combines six months of intensive personalised support with the opportunity to 
access up to £50,000 of investment and powerful sector connections. This means us 
working with winning teams to build a compelling growth story, find investors, make 
strategic connections and support the entrepreneurs along the journey.

The story so far...

The UK is undergoing a demographic 

shift, with potentially far-reaching 

consequences for society, the economy 

and public service provision. A vastly 

improved life expectancy, one of the 

great triumphs of the last century, 

looks set to be one of great challenges 

of this one.

By 2020, 12.5 million people will be 

over the age of 65, with people over 

50 making up 47% of the total adult 

population. Existing health and social 

care systems are already struggling to 

cope. We are starting to understand 

how this challenge will affect our 

ageing population.

We want to make the UK the best 

place to grow old in. 

Thrive: solutions for an ageing society 

is our new accelerator supporting 

people in later life. Social entrepreneurs 

can offer innovative and inclusive 

solutions that contribute to aging well.

 

How can you get involved?

Champion
Help us spread the word about 

these fantastic ventures & try them 

out for yourself!

Connect
Bring the power of your network 

to bear.

Advise
Share your experience to help these 

entrepreneurs as they scale up.

Collaborate
Explore opportunities for working 

together or offering investment & 

funding.
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Thrive: solutions for an ageing 
society in 2019

We are proud to present the 7 ventures 

that are the Thrive : solutions for 

an ageing society participants for 

2019. Inside this booklet, you’ll find 

short summaries of these incredible 

organisations. All of them have the 

potential and aspiration to scale and 

fundamentally change society for the 

better. 

Thrive is run over six months, meaning 

we have less than 182 days to help these 

ventures raise investment and rapidly 

accelerate their growth. We hope you are 

inspired by what you read in this booklet 

and we encourage you to follow the 

ventures on their journey and support the 

programme with any skills, contacts and 

investment you have to offer.
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We exist to reduce loneliness and 
isolation amongst older people (over 
65) and young professionals (21-40) 
alike; Improve neighbours’ wellbeing, 
confidence, skills, connection and 
power so that everyone can feel part 
of their changing cities rather than left 
behind by them; Bring people together 
to bridge social, generational, digital, 
cultural and attitudinal divides. 

We do this through four core 
programmes: Social Clubs, a one-to-one 
friendship-matching scheme, proactive 
Outreach and Community Fundraising.

The Cares Family

Charlie Jamieson, Partnerships 
Coordinator (with support from Alex 
Smith (Founder and CEO) and Emily 
Quilter (Director of Development))

Senior Team

The Cares Family is a group of local community networks of 
young professionals and older neighbours hanging out and 
helping one another in our rapidly changing cities.

3Space International House, Canterbury 

Crescent, Brixton, SW9 7QE

Charlie.jamieson@ 

southlondoncares.org.uk

Head Office Email

Liverpool, Manchester, North & South 

London 

thecaresfamily.org.uk

Region Website
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We’re committed to reducing levels of 
social isolation and we’re doing this by 
introducing proven technology and are 
devoted to its implementation.

Our award-winning product, 
Tovertafel™ (The Magic Table™), is the 
only research-backed product of its 
kind and is already delivering more 
than 5,000 moments of happiness 
every single day. 

Shift 8 Ltd 
(Tovertafel ) 

John Ramsay, CEO & Co-founder
Mehdi Bedioui, COO & Co-founder

Senior Team

We have a simple aim; to change the lives of 
people living with cognitive challenges. 

14 City Lights Court, 6 Bowden Street,

London, SE11 4DX

Charlie.jamieson@ 

southlondoncares.org.uk
info@tovertafel.co.uk

Head Office Email

UK and Ireland TovertafelUK

Region Facebook
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We developed NHS endorsed training 
product- The Care Certificate Game, 
working alongside HEE and NHSE in 
identifying and developing employer 
led training requirements.

Based on vast experience and 
understanding of sector requirements.

Our goal is to empower and upskill this 
invaluable sector with the aim to help 
our ageing population receive the help 
care and support they require within 
the community settings.

GelticH Ltd

Loo Blackburn & Chris Blackburn 

Senior Team

Specialist advice and bespoke training for 
Support Workers in the health and social care 
sectors, particularly GP and Care Homes, 
Domiciliary Care workers.

Whiteleaf Business Centre, 11 Little 

Balmer, Buckingham MK18 1TF

admin@geltich.co.uk

Head Office Email

London, Thames Valley linkedin.com/company/geltich-ltd

Region Website
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Our person-centred golf sessions 
improve people’s physical, mental and 
social wellbeing as well as offering 
respite support for carers. 

Our ambition is to create a network of 
age friendly golf venues throughout 
the UK and beyond.

Golf In Society

Anthony Blackburn

Senior Team

We improve the lives of families living with 
dementia & Parkinson’s disease by introducing 
them to golf.

Carlton Miniott, North Yorkshire, Y07 4NJ golfinsociety@gmail.com

Head Office Email

Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Scotland golfinsociety.com

Region Website
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They are stigmatising and because they 
only work at home, people feel scared 
to go outside. 

We’ve developed the only go-anywhere 
alarm priced the same as a pendant. 
It’s a discreet watch that connects to a 
24/7 monitoring team from anywhere 
in the country. 

We are giving older people their 
independence back.

Personal Alarm 
Watch

Aditya Kasliwal & Ewan Marshall

Senior Team

2,000,000 people use pendant alarms in the 
UK and yet nobody likes them! 

Flat 27 Grove House, 16 Tudor Grove,

Hackney, London, E9 7QP

adi@personalalarmwatch.com

Head Office Email

UK www.personalalarmwatch.com

Region Website
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Lingo Flamingo therefore provide 
the world’s first portfolio of tailored 
outreach language workshops to 
older adults delaying the effects of 
dementia by keeping older adult’s 
brains’ fit and active. 

Founding 3 years ago, we have 
provided 900 classes to adults across 
Scotland. 

We want to show that it is never too 
late to learn to learn something new 
and advocate the cognitive benefits 
of doing so.

Lingo Flamingo

Robbie Norval, Kamilla Biskup, 
Tommy McGlynn

Senior Team

Recent research shows that speaking a foreign 
language can postpone the effects of dementia 
by up to 5 years. 

155 Deanston Drive, Glasgow, 

G41 3LP

robbie.norval@lingoflamingo.co.uk

Head Office Email

Scotland www.lingoflamingo.co.uk

Region Website
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Through Romila, the care industry and 
other organisations, can purchase a 
license, in exchange for their staff to 
be trained to deliver the fun sessions. 

All training is accessible online, 
trainees receive step by step videos, 
quarterly music, 24/7 online access, 
props, templates, t-shirt.

Our goal is to  enable as many older 
adults across the Country, to have 
access to fun and engaging chair 
based dance sessions/whilst remaining 
independent for longer.

Romila Ltd

Romila is chair based exercise programme 
specifically designed to get our ageing 
population exercising whilst having fun. 

Natalie Koromila

Senior Team

25, Betts Avenue, Hucknall, 

Nottingham, NG15 6UP

info@romila.co.uk

Head Office Email

Nationwide www.romila.co.uk

Region Website
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Thank you
We would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to everybody who has been 
involved with our Thrive work to date. In particular, our ambitious entrepreneurs, forward 
thinking funders and investors, fantastic partners and the UnLtd team. We couldn’t 
do this without you and we are looking forward to continuing our support for game 
changing social ventures in the future.

unltd.org.uk/thrive #UnLtdThrive

twitter.com/UnLtd facebook.com/UnLtd linkedin.com/company/unltd
11
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UnLtd is the trading name for The Foundation for Social Entrepreneurs, a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England No. 4180639. 
Registered Office: 123 Whitecross Street, London EC1Y 8JJ. Registered Charity No. 1090393

Thrive: Solutions for an Ageing Society would not 

be possible without the support of our generous 

donors and partners. We would like to thank Mercers’ 

Charitable Foundation and our other generous 

supporters for the part they are playing in helping 

social entrepreneurs with powerful solutions to thrive. 

If you’d like to become a partner, please get in touch 

with lucindahardwick@unltd.org.uk

#UnLtdThrive


