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"Thrive provided me with the perfect
balance of community, guidance,
mentoring, specialist training,
professional support and funding.
For those reasons alone I couldn’t
recommend it enough, but on top of this
they have provided me with top-level
sector contacts.
During the pretty dismal time of the
COVID-19 pandemic, UnLtd provided
enough support and guidance to keep us
going, which in turn gave us the
opportunity to pivot our model.”

Rob Oyston
Mobi-Game Co-founder/Managing Director
Thrive 2020 Graduate
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Thank You
Thrive: Solutions for an Ageing Society would not be possible without the
support of our generous donors and partners.
We would like to thank the Mercers’ Charitable Foundation and the other
generous individuals who support our work for the part they are playing in
helping social entrepreneurs with powerful solutions to thrive.
If you’d like to become a funding partner, please get in touch with
lucindahardwick@unltd.org.uk
#UnLtdThrive

Thrive: Solutions for an Ageing Society
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Thrive: Solutions for an Ageing Society is our flagship accelerator for high-impact and
scalable social businesses focused on improving quality of life for people over 50. We
know that social businesses have innovative solutions to help support people in later life
stay happy, free, fit and healthy - and we want to help them thrive. This bespoke
programme, now in its third year, combines six months of intensive personalised support
with the opportunity to access investment and powerful sector connections. This
accelerator is designed to give businesses what they need to scale rapidly, delivered by
our team of in-house Social Enterprise Support Managers and external specialists.

The story so far...
The UK is undergoing a major demographic shift, causing potential shocks throughout
society, the economy and public services. One of the great triumphs of modern society
has been improving life expectancy, but the rise has not been matched by quality of
life. As people live longer, they must be supported to live better too.
The predicted healthy life expectancy - the
years lived in a healthy and active state - is
17 years less than the average 80 year life
expectancy at birth*.

Life Expectancy

Across postcodes, the polarisation can
extend to as many as 20 years difference presenting an alarming and urgent social
challenge which must be addressed.

Healthy Life Expectancy

80

63

We know that older people have been significantly impacted by the pandemic, and
social entrepreneurs have been supporting these communities with health, social,
and cognitive care.
It is even more urgent to support and help those in later life, and these ventures are
providing the products and services that meet their needs and aspirations. Social
ventures can significantly improve the experience of later life, both now and in the
future.
At UnLtd, we want to make the UK the best place to grow old in and, we want to do
that by supporting social businesses to grow.

*www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/bulletins/healthstatelife
expectanciesuk/2015to2017
www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/lifeexpectancies/bulletins/nationallifetablesun
itedkingdom/2015to2017

Thrive: Solutions for an Ageing Society
The 2021 Ventures
We are proud to present eight ventures on Thrive: Solutions for an Ageing Society this
year. Inside this booklet, you’ll find short summaries of these incredible organisations.
All of them have the potential and aspiration to scale and fundamentally change society
for the better.
Thrive is run over six months, meaning we have fewer than 180 days to help these
ventures raise investment and rapidly accelerate their growth.
We hope you are inspired by what you read and we encourage you to follow the
ventures on their journey and support the programme with any skills, contacts and
investment you have to offer.

How can you get involved?
Champion

Connect

Spread the word of the
ventures and try them
out for yourself

Bring the power of
your network to bear

Advise

Collaborate

Share your expertise to
help these ventures scale

Explore opportunities for
working together,
investing, or funding

We’d love to hear from you
To share your ideas or have a conversation, contact
Roland Singer-Kingsmith
RolandSinger-Kingsmith@unltd.org.uk
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Access Social Care
Kari Gerstheimer, CEO and Founder
Access Social Care
accesscharity.org.uk

Access Social Care provides free legal advice for people with
social care needs, helping them to achieve a better quality of life.
Access Social Care supports
communities with social care needs to
increase their knowledge of the law.
Their network of lawyers and
barristers ensure fair access to justice
when things go wrong, resulting in a
98% success rate for their work.
Currently, they are developing a legal
information chatbot to help fill the gap
left by cuts to Legal Aid.

"We collaborate with social services whilst holding them to
account. We are working towards a future where social care is
adequately funded, and we all get the support we need."

Venture Head Office

Email

Remote, cloud-based

enquiries@accesscharity.org.uk

Venture Region

Website

England

accesscharity.org.uk
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Diaspo
Harish Singh Malhi, Founder
Diaspo
joindiaspo.com

Diaspo is an online platform running live cooking classes, taught
by expert home cooks sharing their decades of experience.
Diaspo unlocks the older generation's
treasure trove of cooking knowledge,
experience and skills, that aren't being
passed down to younger generations.
By supporting, empowering, and enabling
elders to become online teachers, they can
generate income, meaningfully connect,
share their knowledge, and work on their
passion.
Learners cook along live, learning the steps,
stories, and secrets behind heritage recipes
while connecting across generations.

"I love how food brings both cultures and generations together. Our
mission is to preserve heritage and tradition, by unlocking the
experience and knowledge of those who have lived it."

Venture Head Office

Email

London

harish@joindiaspo.com

Venture Region

Website

UK

joindiaspo.com

7

Jelly Drops
Lewis Hornby, Founder
Jelly Drops
jellydrops.com

Jelly Drops are sweets made from 95% water to help people with
dementia to hydrate more often, independently, and with dignity.
Dehydration is a leading cause of death
for people with dementia, itself the
biggest killer in the UK.
Lewis founded Jelly Drops after his
grandma Pat was rushed to hospital with
severe dehydration. After she was on an
IV for 24 hours, he was left wondering
how something so small could have such a
life-threatening impact. Many people with
dementia no longer feel thirst, don’t
realise that drinking will quench their
thirst, or don’t recognise cups.
Supported by the Alzheimers Society, one
million Jelly Drops have been sold since
their July 2020 launch.

Watch Grandma Pat enjoy her Jelly Drops on Sky News here

Venture Head Office

Email

London

lewis@jellydrops.com

Venture Region

Website

UK

jellydrops.com
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Help at Hand
Andrew Kellard, CEO
Help at Hand
hand.community

Help at Hand is a free app transforming the way GPs, link workers,
and other healthcare professionals deliver social prescribing.
Help at Hand supports patients to instantly
access the local health and wellbeing
support they need, any time and anywhere.
GPs are often contacted by patients in later
life for wellbeing guidance and advice,
rather than medical treatment, directing
them to non-clinical services like community
groups for social isolation, or support
networks for those with chronic illnesses.
After being tested extensively by volunteer
patients - including those with low
technological literacy - the app is helping
thousands discover local networks of
support and wellness activities.

"Help at Hand offers personalised and vital information for patients,
family & friends, carers, and anyone in need of a helping hand."

Venture Head Office

Email

Cornwall

andrew@hand.community

Venture Region

Website

UK

hand.community
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KiActiv
Tommy Parker, CEO
KiActiv
kiactiv.com

KiActiv® is a digital therapy that makes peoples’ personal everyday
physical activity an accessible and effective medicine for improving
health, managing long-term conditions, and for rehabilitation.
The mentor-guided digital service
empowers people to make sustainable
behaviour changes in their health,
capacity and environment, without the
need to visit gyms or clinics.
The service expands the weekly
therapy window from just 1-2 hours of
exercise to include all 112 waking hours,
and provides a personalised
understanding of the value of
movement in daily routines, and how to
find the opportunities to move more.

"I feel more responsible and in control of what I need to do to improve
my health.” - Testimonial from a 60 year old female user

Venture Head Office

Email

Remote due to COVID-19

tparker@kiactiv.com

Venture Region

Website

Global

KiActiv.com
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Mirthy
Alex Ramamurthy, CEO & Co-Founder (R)
Dhruv Haria, COO & Co-Founder (L)
Mirthy
mirthy.co.uk

Mirthy’s mission is to help those in later life remain active, social and
connected in their community.
Mirthy is a web platform where
retirees can host activities online, and
eventually in their own homes, for
other retirees to attend.
At a stage of life where many older
adults lose about half of their social
network and price becomes an
increasingly important consideration,
Mirthy enables hosts to generate
retirement income, whilst providing
affordable and accessible activities
across the UK, and a chance to build
new social connections.

"Through our remote talks and interactive Q&A sessions, we want to
connect older adults and allow them to exercise their interests and
passions, wherever they’re based."

Venture Head Office

Email

London, SW18 1GD

alex@mirthy.co.uk

Venture Region

Website

Nationwide

mirthy.co.uk
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MySense
Lucie Glenday, Group CEO & Founder
MySense
mysense.ai

MySense is a fast-growing healthtech venture providing reassurance
to families, carers and individuals by helping to understand health
vulnerabilities and facilitating early interventions.
The simple-to-use wellbeing analytics
platform provides peace of mind, while
reducing avoidable emergency calls
and hospital admissions.
By using sensors and data to learn
behaviour patterns, the product can
quickly identify declining health or
immediate care needs.
MySense runs machine-learning
algorithms against the data that
constantly searches for patterns or
anomalies, with indicators for concern
sent to the user's nominated responder.

"MySense is built on compassion and a commitment to use data as a
force of good to help people live healthier and more independent lives."

Venture Head Office

Email

London, SE1 7SP

info@mysense.ai

Venture Region

Website

UK, Europe, Canada

mysense.ai

The No.1 Care Agency
Audrey Mutongi, CEO and Founder
The No.1 Care Agency
theno1care.org

The No.1 Care Agency believes everyone should be able to receive the
care they need in the warmth, safety and familiarity of their own home.
The No.1 Care Agency's mission is to
create a care service that allows
people to live their fullest, happiest
lives in the place they call home.
The innovative, unique, and userfriendly care service matches care
professionals to users, using expertise
from their No.1 Befriending Agency.
Users and their loved ones can trust
that they'll be looked after by
experienced, vetted people best
suited for their specific needs,
personality and life experience.

"We do this because we believe each of us deserves to keep the life we
know and love whilst getting the respect and level of care we need."

Venture Head Office

Email

Glasgow, G2 7HF

audrey@theno1care.org

Venture Region

Website

Scotland

theno1care.org
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Thank you

We would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to everybody
involved with our Thrive work to date. In particular, our ambitious entrepreneurs,
forward thinking funders and investors, fantastic partners and the UnLtd team.
We couldn’t do this without you and we are looking forward to continuing our
support for game-changing social ventures in the future.

@UnLtd

unltd.org.uk/thrive

#UnLtdThrive

linkedin.com/company/unltd

facebook.com/unltd

youtube.com/unltdvideos

RolandSinger-Kingsmith@unltd.org.uk

UnLtd is the trading name for The Foundation for Social Entrepreneurs,
a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England No. 4180639.

